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St. John’s Episcopal Church

415 S. Lexington Street, Arlington, VA 22204 703 671-6834

Sunday August 23, 2026

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:00 a. m.

Typically, Episcopalians stand to sing and for the proclamation of the Gospel; kneel for confession and prayer;
and sit while listening to reading or preaching. Your presence is more precious than your posture: please stand,
sit, or kneel as you are able and prefer.

The Holy Eucharist, Enriching Our Worship I
The Liturgy of the Word

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.



Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may
show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson
A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 1:8-2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite
people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they
will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.”
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities,
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing
tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every
kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah,
“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him;
but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt com-
manded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to
them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because
the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became
very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded
all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let eve-
ry girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it
and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would
happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the
child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said.
Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to
nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s
mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Phar-
aoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him
out of the water.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 124

If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

If the Lord had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;



Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.

Blessed be the Lord! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

The Epistle
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of
God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in minis-
tering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in dili-
gence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 16:13-20
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jere-
miah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heav-
en, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Rev. Brad Ingalls



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Let us pray.

We pray for the peace and unity of the Church of God, that all who know Christ may praise his name
and serve the world by his grace. Lord of life, let your will be done.

For the leaders of all the Churches, and especially the leaders of our own Church: Sean, Mark, Gayle,
and Mark, that the shepherds of Christ’s flock may lead us with wisdom and gentleness. Lord of life, let
your will be done.

For the leaders of the nations, that they might use the powers entrusted to them to build and not de-
stroy, gather and not scatter. Lord of life, let your will be done.

For the lonely, the lost, and the hopeless in our community, that they may find comfort and that we may
see in them the image of Christ. Lord of life, let your will be done.



For those in our community and throughout our region who struggle with addiction, that our concern
for them may grow into Spirit-filled action. Lord of life, let your will be done.

For the sick, those who travel, those in any trouble, and all for whom our prayers are asked, especially:
(Names will be read aloud, and are invited to be spoken or prayed silently by the congregation.) that
they may draw strength from our prayers and actions. Lord of life, let your will be done.

For all who have died, especially: (Names will be read aloud, and are invited to be spoken or prayed
silently by the congregation.) that they may have peace, and that we may worship with them in the
communion of saints. Lord of life, let your will be done.

Celebrant concludes

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords with your
will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins to God.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,

opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Prayer

Gracious God, accept these gifts, and with them, our lives to be used in your service; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mer-
cy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us
to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every genera-
tion, we lift our voices with all creation as we pray:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own im-
age and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another
and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your crea-
tion, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the
way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sus-
tained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the
fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he tri-
umphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this
wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that
we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring
us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with John and all your saints, past, pre-
sent, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Intinction and drinking from the common cup are both offered; the Bread and the Cup are distributed
with these words
The Body (and Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.

Post-Communion Prayer

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all
your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you for evermore. Amen.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Serving Today

The Rev. Brad Ingalls, Celebrant
Lynn Robinson, Usher « Faye Pritchard, Altar Guild
Barbara Olivere, Reader « Faye Pritchard, Prayers of the People
Barbara Olivere, Lay Eucharistic Minister
Patricia Broida, Teller « Pot Luck Fellowship
Pete Olivere an
d Sandy Winger, Sound and Live-stream Coordinators

Announcements

St. John’s last regularly scheduled Sunday Service will be August 3oth



Welcome: We extend a warm welcome to all of our visitors and newcomers. All baptized Christians are
welcome to receive Holy Communion. Or you may come forward and receive a blessing.

Please join us for a special Farewell Potluck Brunch following today’s the service. There
will be food and fellowship for all!

Final St. John’s Service

A final worship service at St. John’s will be held the evening of Thursday, September 17th. Bishop
Bourlakas will be the celebrant and preacher at this service.

In preparation for this service we will conduct a planning meeting via Zoom on August 26 at 6:30 p. m.
This is your chance to help shape the content of our final service. Be sure to join this meeting on August
26 at 6:30 p.m.

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/84964427448?pwd=u8b5az4h6h6 LWCbbuSttkosunVZ45F.1

Meeting ID: 849 6442 7448 Passcode: 710328
1-301-715-8592

Articles about St. John’s — A short article prepared by St. John’s is on our website and will be in the
September Glencarlyn newsletter, the Village View. (stjohnsarlingtonva.org).

There are a couple of articles on page 7 of summer issue of the Village View, including one by Brad
White (https://glencarlyn.org/village-views/)

ARLNOW also has a nice article about St. John’s (https://www.arlnow.com/2026/08/21/historic-
episcopal-church-in-glencarlyn-closing-after-130-years/)

Pastoral Care
For emergency pastoral care needs, please contact the Dean of the Arlington Region, the Very Reverend
Janettarose Green, 703-527-6800 or at her office@stmarysarlington.org

Transfer of Membership

If you have not yet transferred your membership to another Episcopal Church, when you wish to do so,
please communicate your desire to the rector of that church. If they have any questions about how to do
the transfer, they can contact Reverend Canon Shirley Smith Graham at 804-622-3180 or ssmithgra-
ham@episcopalvirginia.org.

Saint John’s Little Free Food Pantry
A new location of the LFFP is likely to be needed after St. John’s ends regular Sunday services.

On behalf of our hungry neighbors, thank you to everyone who has been contributing. When donating
in kind, please prioritize canned tuna or chicken, cereal and oatmeal, ready-to-eat meals, ready-to-eat
soup, pasta, canned spaghetti sauce, shelf-stable milk, water, dry lentils, dry black beans, plain rice,
peanut butter, and crackers (but no glass containers, please). Monetary contributions are also welcome
and can be made with a check in the collection plate memo LFFP at Saint John’s.

Live-Stream Worship Zoom access link:

Or, zoom.com/join Meeting ID: 873 5378 9589 and Password: 2020.John’s website.
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